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President Lincolns relations with no
ether person have been so much discussed
as those with Gen McClellan Volumes
have been written on this one subject and
many heated and intempcrato words have
been uttered on both sides Much that has
been said no doubt has been exaggerated
and it will require time and careful sifting
of all the evidence to arrive at the exact
truth Whatever defects may have marked
Gen McClellans qualities as a soldier ho
must ever remain one of the mast conspicu-
ous

¬

figures of the war He was the first
Union commander of whom great things
were expected and when he failed to realize
the extravagant expectations of the period
when it was believed the war was to be
ended within a year he received equally
extravagant condemnation It is worth
remembering that the war was not ended
until two and a half years after McClellans
retirement and until trial after trial had
been made and failure after failure had
been met in the effort to find a successful
leader for our armies

It is not however in the province of the
present narrative to enter into a consider-
ation

¬

of tho merits or demerits of Gen Mc
Clellan as a soldier but only to treat of his
personal relations with President Lincoln
Between tho two men notwithstanding
many sharp differences of opinion and of
policy there seems to have been a feeling
of warm personal friendship and sincere
respect Now that both have passed be-

yond
¬

tho reach of earthly praise or blame
we may well honor their memory and credit
them with having done each the best he
could to serve his country
THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN OP 18G2

Gen McClellan was appointed to the
command of the Union armies upon the
retirement of the veteran Gen Scott in
November 1801 It was soon after this
that President Lincoln began giving close
personal attention to thedirection of military
affairs He formed a plan of operations
against tho Confederate army defending
Richmond which unfortunately differed
entirely from the plan proposed by Gen
McClellan Tho Presidents plan was in
effect to repeat the Bull Hun expedition
by moving against the enemy in Virginia
at or near Manassas Gen McClellan
preferred a removal of tho army to the
region of the lower Chesapeake and thence
up the Peninsula by the shortest land route
to

be on McClellans
before

mond fellin 1805

ThePresidcntdis
cusscd rela ¬

tive merits of the
two plans In
following frank
and explicit letter
to Gen McClellan
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MANSIONWashington
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MAJ GEN MC¬

MYDEARSlR
You and I have
distinct and differ-
ent

¬

plans for a
movement of
Army of Poto¬

mac yours to be
by the ¬

apeake up tho
Rappahannock to

and
across to the
minus of the rail-
road

¬

on the York
River mine to
move directly to a
point on the rail-
road

¬

south w of
Jlsu- - as If ni
will pi e me stLbfiir iUVrs
to t o following
quttio I
glailh jeM my
phi u ours

1 ir r

your imolw
greatly larger

expenditure of
time and money
than mine

Second Where
in is a victory
more certain by
your plan than

Third Where ¬

in n victory
more valuable by
your plan thah

Fourth In
fact would it not
bo less valuable
In this that it
would break no
great line of the
enemys commu-
nication

¬

while
mine would

Fifth In case of a disaster would not a
retreat be more difficult by iour plan than
mine

Yours truly ABRAHAM oln
To tills communication Gen McClellan

made an elaborate reply discussing
situation very fully and answering the
Inquiries apparently satisfaction of
the President who to tho plaiii

by McClellan and concurred
In by a council of Ills division commanders
by the base of the Army of the Poto¬

mac should bo transferred from Washing-
ton

¬

to the lower Chesapeake Yet Mr
Lincoln must have had misgivings in the
matter for some weeks he wrote to
Gen McClellan You will do ma the justice
to remember I always Insisted that going
down bay in search of field instead of
fighting at or near Manissas was only
shifting and not surmounting a difficulty
that we would tho samu enemy and
same or equal intrenchments at either
place

LTNCOLN IMPATIENT WITH
LANS DELAY

MCCLEL- -

After transfer of tho Army of the
to the Peninsula there was great

linpatience at the delays in the ad ¬

vance on Richmond The President

Bhared this impatience and his dispatches
to McClellan took an urgent and imperative
though always friendly tone April
wrote Your dispatches complaining that
you are not properly sustained while they
do not offend me pain mo very much
I suppose tho wholo force which has gono
forward for you is with you by this time
And if so I think it is tho preciso time for
you to strike a blow By delay tho enemy
will relatively gain upon you that he
will gam faster by fortifications and rein-
forcements

¬

than you can by reinforcements
alone And once more lot mo tell you it is
indispensable to you that you strike a blow

I beg assure you that I have never
written to you or spoken you in greater
kindness of feeling than now nor with a
fuller purpose to sustain you so far as in
my most anxious judgment I consistently
can But you act

LINCOLN DEFENDS MCCLELLAN FROM
UNJUST CRITICISM

While Mr Lincoln was thus imperative
toward McClellan ho would not permit
him to be unjustly criticised Consider-
able

¬

ill feeling having been developed be-

tween
¬

McClellan and Secretary Stanton
which was made worse by certain meddle-
some

¬

persons in Washington the President
took occasion at a public to ex-

press
¬

his views in these frank and manly
words There has been a very widespread
attempt to have a quarrel between Gen
McClellan and the Secretary of War Now
I occupy a position that enables me to ob
serve that these gentlemen are not
nearly so deep in the quarrel as somo pre¬

tending to be their friends Gen Mc- -
Clelians attitude is such that in the vcrv
selfishness of his nature he cannot but
wish to be successful and I hope he will
and the Secretary of War is in precisely the
same situation the military com-
manders

¬

in the field cannot be succcssul
not only the Secretary of War but myself
for the time being the master of them both
cannot but bo failures I know Gen Mc
Clellan wishes to be successful and I know
he does not wish it any than the Secre-
tary of War for him and both of them

na more than I wisli it Some-
times

¬

we have a dispute about how many
men Gen McClellan lias had and those
who would disparage him he has had a
very large number and thoso who would
disparage the Secretary of War insist that
Gen McClellan has had a very small num-
ber

¬

Tho basis for this is there is always
a wide difference and on this occasion per--

Richmond This was a movement it haps a wider one than usual between tho
may remarked which was finally carried grand total rolls and tho
out Rich
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mine
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which
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the
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expected
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do

is

to
to

must

meeting

two

If

more

together

say

niru irtjally lit f r dutj and those who
aoi diiopa ajciii talk uf tiegrui d total
on papi r and tKte who would dispa ago
tleSf crotaryof iar talk of thasoat present
lit for duty Gen McClellan has some ¬

times asked for things that the Secretary
of War did not give him Gen McClellan
is not to blame for asking what wanted
and needed and the Secretary of War is
not to blimo for not giving when he had
none to give
SOME HARROWING EXPERIENCES THE

TERRIBLE REALITIES OF WAR

The Summer of 1802 was a sad one for
the country and peculiarly sad for Mr Lin-
coln

¬

Tho Army of tho Potomac fought
battle after battle without substantial
results while thousands and thousands of
our bravo soldiers perished on tho field or
filled tho hospitals from tho fever swamps
of tho Tho tcrriblo reali-
ties

¬

of that dreadful Summer and their
effects on Mr Lincoln aro well shown in the
following incident Col Scott of a New
Hampshire regiment had lieen ill and his
wife nursed him in the hospital After his
convalescence ho received lcavo of absence
and started for home but by a steamboat
collision in Hampton Roads hia noblo wifo
was drowned Col Scott reached Wash- -

-- g
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ington and learning a few days later of
the recovery of his wifes body he requested
permission of the Secretary of War to re-

turn
¬

for it A great battle was imminent
and tho request was denied Col Scott
thereupon sought the President It was
Saturday evening and Mr Lincoln worn
with the cares and anxieties of tho week
sat alone in his room coat thrown off and
seemingly lost in thought perhaps ponder
ing the issue of the coming battle Silently
ho listened to Col Scotts sad story then
with an unusual irritation which was prob-
ably

¬

a part of his excessivo weariness ho
exclaimed Am I to have no rest Is there
no hour or spot when or whcio I may escape
this constant call Why do you follow me
hero with such business as this Why do
you not go to tho War Office whero they
have charge of all this matter of papers and

Col Scott told of Mr
Stantons refusal and tho President con-
tinued

¬

Then probably you ought not to
go down tho river Mr Stanton knows
all about the necessities of tho hour ho
knows what rules are necessary and rules
aro made to be enforced It would bo wrong
for mo to override his rules and decisions in
cases of tiiis kind it might work disaster to
important movements And then you
ought to remember that I have other duties
to attend to heaven knows enough for
one man and I can givo no thought to
questions of this kind Why do you como
here to appeal to my humanity Dont you
know that wo aro in tho midst of war
That suffering and death press upon all of
us That works of humanity and affec-
tion which we would cheerfully perform
in days of peace are all trampled upon and
outlawed by war That there is no room
left for them There is but one duty now
to fight The only call of humanity now
is to conquer peace through unrelenting
warfare War and war alone is tho duty
of all of us Your wife might havo trusted
you to the care which tho Government has
provided for its sick soldiers At any rate
you must not vex- - mo with your family
troubles Why every family in the land
is crushed with sorrow but they must not
each come to me for help I havo all the
burden 1 can carry Go to tho War De
partment Your business Iwlongs there
If they cannot help you then bear your
burden a3 we all must until this war Is
over Everything must yield to tho para-
mount

¬

duty of finishing the war
Col Scott withdrew crushed and over ¬

whelmed The next morning as he sat In
his hotel pondering upon his troubles he
heard a rap at his door and opening it
found to his surprise hc President stand-
ing

¬

before him Grasping his hands Im ¬

pulsively and sympathetically Mr Lin-
coln

¬

broko out My dear Colonel I was a
bruto last night I have no excuse for my
conduct Indeed I was weary to tho last
extent but I had no right to treat a
man with rudeness who had offered his
lifo for his country much more a
man who cams to mo In great
affliction I havo had a regretful night
and como now to beg your forgiveness

PRESIDENT IpTOLN ON THE BATTLEnrLD OF ANTIKTAM

ho

Chickahominy

transportation

lb added that he had just seen Secretary
hiitni and all the di lails were arranged
for si nding the Colonel down tho Potomac
and recovering tio body then Liking him
in his carriage ho drove to the steamers
wharf where again pressing his hand lie
wished him God speed on his sad errand
Such were Mr Lincolns harrowing ex-
periences

¬

and thus did his noble and sym ¬

pathetic nature assert itself over his mo ¬

mentary weakness
MCCLELLAN RECALLED FROM THE

PENINSULA DEFEAT OF GEN POPE
In August 1802 Gen McClellan was

ordered to withdraw his army from tho
Peninsula With a heavy heart says
McClellan I relinquished tho position
gained at the cost of so much time and
blood His troops were sent to join Gen
Pope who had been placed in command of
a considerable force in Virginia for tho
purposo of trying tho Presidents favorite
plan of an advance on Richmond by way
of Manassas Either from a confusion of
orders or a lack of zeal in executing them
the Union forces failed to co operate and
Popes exjiectcd victory Manassas Aug
30 proved a disastrous and humiliating
defeat His army was beaten and driven
back on Washington in a rout little less

- vr
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disgraceful than that of Bull Run a year
before This battle camo to be known as
the Second Bull Run
A CRITICAL SITUATION MCCLELLAN

AGAIN IN COMMAND

Thus tho Autumn of 1802 set In amidst
gloom disorder and dismay Our armies
in and around tho National Capital were on
tho defensive while the victorious Leo
following up his successes at Manassas
was invading Maryland and threatening
Washington and tho North The Presi-
dent

¬

was anxious the Cabinet and Con-
gress

¬

were alarmed The troops had
lost confidence in Gen Pope and there
was practically no ono inchief command
Tho situation was most critical but Mr
Lincoln faced it as ho always did un
flinchingly Ho took what was at onco
tho wisest and tho most unpopular stop
possiblo under tho circumstances ho placed
Gen McClellanin command of all tho troops
in and around Washington

LINCOLN TAKES THE- -
RESPONSIBILITY

Perhaps no act of Mr Lincoln as Presi-
dent

¬

showed more strongly his moral
courage and self reliance than tho re
appointment of McClellan It was out-
side

¬

tho army tho mo3t unpopular thing
ho could possibly havo done McClellan
was bitterly disliked not only by Secretary
Stanton but by all members of tho Cabinet
and prominent officials At tho North
there was a very common though unjust
and foolish belief that ho was disloyal

When it was rumored in Washington
that McClellan was to bo reinstated every
ono was thunderstruck A Cabinet meet-
ing

¬

was held on the 2d day of September at
which tho President without asking any
onos opinion announcod that ho had re-

instated
¬

McClellan Regret and surpriso
were openly oxprcssed Mr Stanton
with somo excitement remarked that
no such order had issued from the War
Department The President then said
with great calmness No Mr Secretary
the order was mine and I will be responsi ¬

ble for it to tho country Ho added by
way of explanation that something had
to bo done and as there did not appear to
be any ono clso to do it ho took the re-

sponsibility
¬

on himself He remarked
that McClellan had the confidence of the
troops beyond any other officer and could
under the circumstances more speedily
and effectually reorganize them and put
them in fighting trim than any other Gen-
eral

¬

This is what la now wanted most
said he and these were my reasons for
placing McClellan in command

Hon Gideon Wellas Secretary of tho
Navy who wa3 present at tho Cabinet
meeting referred to has given the following
graphic account of tho scene Mr
Stanton entered the council room a few
moments --in advance of Mr Lincoln and
said with great excitement that ho had
just learned from Gen Halleck that the
President had placed SIcClellan in com-
mand

¬

of the forces In Washington Tho
President Boon camo in and in answer
to an inquiry from Mr Chase confirmed
what Stanton had stated General regret
was oxpressed and Stanton with some
feeling remarked that no order to that
effect had Issued from tho War Depart
ment Tho President calmly but with
some emphasis said tho order was his
and ho would bo responsible for It to the
country With a retreating and demoral-
ized

¬

army tumbling In upon U3 and alarm
and panic in tho community it was neces-
sary

¬

the President said that something
should bo done but there seemed to be no
ono to do it He therefore had directed
McClellan who knew this wholo ground
who was the best organizer in tho army
whoso faculty was to organize and de-
fend

¬

and who would hero act upon tho
defensive to take this defeated and broken
army and reorganize it In stating what
ho had done tho President was deliberate
but firm and decisivo His language and
manner wre kind and affectionate especi-
ally

¬

toward two of tho members who were
greatly disturbed but every person present
felt that he was truly tho chief and every
one knew his decision was as fixed and
unalterable as if given out with the im ¬

perious command and determined will of
Andrew Jackson A long discussion
followed closing with acquicscenco in the
decision of the President but before sepa-
rating

¬

tho Secretary of tho Treasury
expressed his apprehension that the re¬

instatement of McClellan would prove
a National calamity In this instance the
President unaided by others put forth
with firmness and determination the exec-
utive

¬

will the one man power against
the temporary general sense of tho com-
munity

¬

as well as of his Cabinet two
of whom it has boon generally
supposed had with him an influence
almost as great as tho Secretary of State
They had been ready to mako issue and
resign their places unless McClellan was
dismissed but knowing their opposition
nndinspite of it and of thogcncraldissatis
faction in tho community tho President
had in that perilous moment exalted him
to new and important trusts In an In-
terview

¬

with tho President on tho succpr- -
ing Friday when only he and myself were
present ho unburthened his mind freely

Ho said most of our troubles grow
out of military jealousies AVhethcr chang-
ing

¬

the plan of operations discarding
McClellan and placing Pope in command
was wise or not was not now tho matter
in hand These things right or wrong
had been done If the Administration had
erred tho country should not havo been
made to suffer and our bravo men nut
down and butchered Pope should havo
been sustained but ho was not Theso
personal and professional quarrels came
in Whatever may havo been said to tho
contrary it could not be denied that the
army was with McClellan Tho soldiers
certainly had not transferred their con-
fidence

¬

to Popo Personal considerations
must bo sacrificed for tho public safety
GEN MCCLELLANS ACCOUNT OF HIS

REINSTATEMENT

It appears from the statement of Gen
McClellan mado shortly boforo his death
that on tho morning of his reinstatement
before tho Cabinet meeting just described

the President visited him at his Head ¬
quarters near Washington to ask if he
would again assumo command Whilo
at breakfast at an early hour says Gen
McClellan I received a call from tho
President accompanied by Gen Halleck
Tho President informed mo that Col Kel
ton had returned and represented tho con-
dition

¬

of affairs as much worso than I had

Continued on sixth pas
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Contemporaneous Accounts of Events in the History of the 9Sth Ohio

BY THE LATE J AI BRANUAL

Thursday Feb 0 This has been our
second day in South Carolina and wo aro
at a placo called Mathews Bluffs on a
good road near the river about 40 miles

I WITNESS THIS AND fTHIS IS WILL IT CEASE

below Augusta It ha3 been cold and
windy The road was In good order for
marching and we mado 22 miles Swamps
wore few and the country began to be
rolling with many sand hills Tho woods
were of beautiful pine and somo cedar
and wo see live oak magnolia and pal-
metto

¬

tree3 We passed 18 plantation
houses 15 of which had boen burned
such is tho way South Carolina Is catch-
ing

¬

it from our troops ahead
We are at present In the Barnwell Dis-

trict
¬

they do not call them Counties down
hero About 50 negroes came to our bri
gado to day and wo met hundreds going
to Savannah Somo with whole families
men women and children carrying all they
possess poor deluded creatures they
will suffer great hardships but aro anxious
for their freedom

To night wo havo rousing log fires with
beds of pino boughs supper of sweet pota-
toes

¬

Supper and evenings before our
fires are our happiest times

WITn THE WAGONTRAIN
Friday Fob 10 Wo are rear guard

to day and we go behind the wagon train
which does not move out until 10 oclock
Our division with its trains roaches out
over eight miles along the road

The weather is fine The roads are
sandy and no clay soil abounds We
continue to see ruins of burnt houses every
mile nothing left but blackened chimneys
scorched shade and ornamental trees of the
yards Columns of smoke arise ahead of
us on both flanks and the course of
our advance troops We passed the ruins
of Gen Irvings house or Irvington
as it is on the maps Two 15 inch Yankee
shells from Charleston Heat his gate which
ho had brought from Fort Sumter as me-
mentoes

¬

and which he intended to mount
on his gate posts

Three of our foragers arrested a rebel in
Union clothes at a house and in bringing
him back with them he attempted to escape
by cutting his knapsack andJtraps and
making for tho woods He got away about
100 yards before tho boys could get their
guns to bear on him when a shot from
Sloan of our company brought him down
He was a scout from Wheelers cavalry

baturday leb 11 March at daylight
five miles brings us to a great swamp
Halt turn into a field while tho IJirst
Division and its wagon train comes in on
another road Meanlimo tho boys let out
tho water of a mill dam and get a great
quantity of fish Get under way again
at 1 oclock through tho swamps two
miles and como to Barnwell ono of tho
aristocratic towns of South Carolina and
tho Countyseat of Barnwell District
It is pleasantly situated on high ground
but looks liko a very old place

It had been nearly all destroyed and by
tho time our troops got through there
wasnt much left Somo half dozen fami-
lies

¬

who had remained in their
had nothing disturbed but those who had
refugecd had lost everything Much meat
and molasses was obtained hero Tho
negroes all seem to be pleased at tho way
wo aro doirg things here Wo seo an old
darky at tho fence and wo tell him to burn
it and ho goes to work to doit Tho poor
negroes I dont know what will become of
them when wo aro gono They believe every-
thing

¬

wo do is right and that the destruction
wo with us is all on their account
The camp to night is four miles from Barn-
well

¬

After a pleasant timo about our
fires wo roll up for rest and sleep

Sunday Feb 12 No rest for us to day
I dont aupposo half tho army knew it was
Sunday or thought of it through the day
Wo moved at daylight taking tho road to
Williston a station on the Augusta
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divisions go in light order to our left We
find abundance of corn pork and fodder on
tho way March eight miles and como to
Williston It is all burnt but a house or
two which were occupied by owners who
did not leave them The railroad is torn

SAY

mark

carry

up and the rails twisted like doughnuts
A train of cars had been burned here and
wo learned it was done by Kilpatricks
Cavalry

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY
We march eight miles farther to the

Edisto River and camp for the night
We were the advance brigade to day I
never saw such destruction of property and
things as was going on In the country
all buildings fences and crops were burned
and stock killed or driven away the negroes
taken along and the people dont seem to
blame us much they seem to have ex-
pected

¬

it and are awfully sick of war
never knew what war is until now

Many tell us wo ought not to destroy things
so that there is a Peace Commission now
in Washington and for all wo know peace
may now be made They are told it would
not do for Shermans army to remain
idle and Its action now will do more to
hasten the end of tho war than anything
else

Some women that Maj Roatch talked to
yesterday cried with rage at tho state of
ruin that iiad como to them and gave
vent to their indignation on the head of
Jeff Daus and others of the Confederacy
who had brought them to it They blamo
theso leaders for all their woe and pray
for peace having given up all hope of
stopping our army Ivilpatrick had a
fight to day This ends one w eek in South
Carolina and we hae mado C5 miles
We are on the road to Columbia now and
it is thought we will come out at Wilming-
ton

¬

N C

Ferry Broad River 25 miles north-
west

¬

of Columbia S C Saturday
Feb 18 1S05
It is as beautiful as a May morning I

am seated at the root of a tree on the bank
of this beautiful river in tho warm sun-
shine

¬

We have just crossed on pontoon
boats andlour regiment lies hero until thoy
lay down a bridge for the rest of the di¬

vision to cross
I last wrote at my letter while at the

South Edisto Biver since then wo have
made about SO miles in our courso through
the Confederacy It is our second week
in South Carolina and our fourth from
Savannah All goes well gloriously
and such a timo as wo have had I havo
enjoyed the trip The weather has been
fine Wo have had no fighting only
marching camping out foraging and ever
going onward

If South Carolina isnt getting her
rights it isnt our fault After all our
hard soldieiing for tho past three years
brought about by tiio actions of South
Carolina more than any other State it is
satisfaction for tis to roam at pleasure over
Its land and tramp its treasonable soil

Monday morning last wo crossed tho
Edisto River and the great swamp near it
took tho Columbia road and camped at
Cedar Swamp having marched seven
miles Tuesday wo marched straight
ahead over sandy roads and level country
23 miles and camped at a creek 15 miles
from Columbia Here the Twentieth Corps
camo in on a road ahead of us and our
corps was ordered around to tho left of it

BRUSH WITH REBEL CAVALRY
On Wednesday wo marghed 17 miles and

were very tired During the day we wcro
attacked by a squad of rebel cavalry who
camo dashing through tho woods firing
on us killing ono man wounding one and
capturing two When they found they
were running into a column they wheeled
and dashed off and we only got a few shots
at them

We were not sure thoy were the enemy t
first as our flanks are generally swarming

Charleston Railroad and 22 miles from the with foracers and wo sunnosed thev worn
former placo We have charge of the our own men One rebel rodo up to within
whole corps train while tha other two 20 yards and took a mm from oca of our

s vS
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men ho was dressed in bluo clothes and
was not known to be a reb a dozen shots
were sent after him as ho rode away but ha
escaped all of them- - Charley my boy
was at a house catching chickens but by
a clever dodge ho escaped Thursday wa
marched through Lexington Courthouse
tho Countyseat of Lexington District
It is 12 miles from Columbia and it was
almost all destroyed by tho troops

Through Lexington we marched to the
Congareo River in sight of Columbia
Tho rebels were still in Columbia and our
forces were just commencing to shell it and
lay a bridge tho Fifteenth Seventeenth
and Twentieth Corps were all Jose at hand
Camping here for tho night wo pontooned
tho river and on Friday morning crossed
over This was tho baiuda River ltus
with tho Broad forms tho Congareo River
near Columbia Yesterday we marched
14 miles to this river and are now across

Columbia is occupied by our troops but
our corps did not get to pass through
Columbia will likely bo destroyed as the
feeling of the army against tho Capital of
tho State that inaugurated this war can
not bo restrained

We halt to rest pull out a rebel newspaper
to read It is full of appeals to its people to
arise and arrest the invaders but when wa
come among them bringing war with all
its terrors as has been endured by tha
people of Kentucky Tennessee Georgia
and other Southern States the people hava
a different feeling about it Yesterday
was a great day for fires and foragers
Everything was dry the wind blew a gale
and tho grass fences houses and bams
were burning Tho road was good tha
country rolling flour and meat were to ba
had in abundance chickens could ba
caught in the ranks as we were marcbinc

HAVE TO WAR WHEN

off

homes

They

along when they attempted to fly ovetha
road great numbers of plantation horses
with their wagons were captured

The country through which wo passed
up to Lexington was level sandy and with
pitch pine forests not very thickly settled
we find no men at home and at times but
very few women Corn salt pork rico and
poultry aro plenty Our foragers scour tha
country far and wide fire all cotton gina
and things of value

We thought the rebs would surelystand
and give us a fight for the Capital of their
State but It seems they were no mora
courageous than the people of Georgia
whom they blamed so much for letting ua
overrun that State So far we have had
less opposition than on the march toSavan
nah We have fared better so far although
fasting at times Some evenings we had
for supper batter cakes and honey or
molasses sweet potatoes chickens crac
ers and coffee

Nine oclock We have moved from tha
river on to the hills and havo gone into
camp in a grove of cedars and will remain
while tho pontoons aro being put down and
the rest of the divisions cross

Near Alston S
Feb 19

C Sunday morning1

This is the first days rest wo have had
sinco leaving Sisters Ferry think ofi that

marching from 15 to 20 miles per day
for two weeks Our brigade being first
over here drove off the rebel cavalry and
started to forage No sooner were wo
camped than a detail was sent out to get
horses and mules Two hundred rebel
cavalry were driven off and in half an
hour our boys came back riding horses of
tho finest kind getting 10 at tho first planta-
tion

¬

they camo to next came 15 little
negroes each carrying a ham on his head
next came more men in charge of negroes
each with sacks of flour Thus streaming
along they came in for half tho day Tha
sight excelled tho Wheeling Market Four--
horse teams came loaded with baskets
sacks barrels jugs all filled with some ¬

thing Our fellows wont use any meat but
hams They report one plantation out tha
road that contains a dozen army wagon
loads of bacon Our foragers are the most
daring set of men I ever heard of and their
adventures on these trips each day would
make interesting reading

SUCCESSFUL INDLVNA FORAGER
One forager from tho 22d Ind got 1000

in gold at a house I saw this myself and it
is no hearsay story

Negroes aro plenty and say their masters
would never let them have anything and
seem glad to see tho army doing as it is
These times exceed any wo have seen yet
in all our soldiering This morning wa
were wakened at daylight by tho call to
start We bundled up immediately and
were off before breakfast The bridge was
finished and we must get out of the way of
tho other divisions We marched out tho
road four miles and are now camped for an
hour or so Tho country here is hilly tha
soil strong and roads thick clay Pitch
pine is playing out but wo have tho mora
beautiful cedar oak trees abound and wa
use oak rails for fires Tho scenery re¬

minds me of East Tennessee Houses and
farms aro in good order and this is truly a
rich section of tho State
ORDERS AGAINST DESTRUCTION Off

HOUSES
Strict orders are out to stop burning

houses tho people will lose enough to hava
their stock grain and provisions taken
Wo aro 24 miles northeast of Columbia
and think wo aro bound for Wilmington
N C but dont know

Somo foragers aro just in from a fina
house across the country and have linen
towels tine wool blankets etc Lordl
how wicked we are Will we ever have to


